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Six LeT men convicted

in IISc terror attack case

PNS W BANGALORE

In a significant judgement,
the Second Fast Track
Court on Saturday convicted
six people and acquitted one
on charges of terrorist attack
on Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) in Bangalore in 2005.
Announcing the conviction,
Judge Revankar said he would
pronounce the quantum of
punishment on December 19,
All the convicted were oper-
atives of Lashkar-e-Tayyeba.

In the attack, a senior sci-
entist, Prof MC Puri from
Delhi, was killed on the spot
and four others injured on
December 28, 2005 during
an international seminar

which was in progress at 1ISc
Puri, Professor Emeritus in
the Mathematics Department
of IIT Delhi, had come to
attend the seminar when the
tragedy struck.

The attack by Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba, on the direction of
India in-charge, Muzammil,
had sent a shock wave in the
country since it was for the
first time that such an attack
had taken place in the his-
tory of the IISc.

The convicted are
Mohamad Rasifulla, Afzar
Pasha, Nasifulla Khan,
Nazaruddin, Rehman and
Mehaboom Ibrahim. Chand
Pasha was acquitted by the
fast track court,
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Rajiv Makhni

From death and demise to guts and glory, this sure has been one action-packed year

will be remembered mostly for its tech moments, Rarely

has a yvear seen more action and emotion than in the last
twelve months. Moments that have changed the course of technology
and our lives forever.

A PERMANENT RESIGNATION
It took the world by storm:; it shocked
the fanboys and made most tech
pundits salivate about what happens
next. That was just the resignation of
Steve Jobs, What was to follow was even
more devastating. The world lost the
greatest curator and tech visionary of
all times - permanently.

Effect: Steve Jobs was able to bring
passion and perfection into the boring
and mundane. Apple’s No. 1 position as
avision and device leader will be affect-

ES, I'T'S that time of the year. The top gadgets of the year,
the biggest turkevs and the best of evervthing And yet, 2011

BIDDING GOODBYE

ed. Those who think it won'taren’t giv-  gieye Jobs' resignation took
ing the presence of Steve Jobs its due. the world by storm

THE BLACKEST MARK
BlackBerry went down and with it went the hopes and dreams of the

pany. People across the world lost aceess to mails, BlackBerry

' techilicious

The HP TouchPad
came, made news
and was killed - all
in the blink of an eye

Messenger and confidence in the company. The effect was brutal and
the handling of the situation was terrible. This was just one in a long
string of problems for the company, From lower phone sales,
disappointing OS upgrades and the failure of the PlayBook Tablet, the
dark black elouds became thicker over RIM.

Effect: BBX (the new 0S) is coming but it may not be enough. Many
predict that BlackBerry will eventually have to move to Android with
BlackBerry push mail and Messenger intact,

LIGHT MY FIRE

In a one horse race, it's easy to lose sight of the
winning line. But the iPad has been ‘tunnel vision®
in its focus. So focused that it dominated the
entire market. iPad-killer after iPad-killer came
and went. Till the Amazon Kindle Fire, It's priced
beautifully; it has content and an ecosystem in
place and it has Amazon’s magic touch behind
it. It also had a large market share within days,
Effect: Amazon, Samsung, Asus and Apple: it's
a four-pronged race now with each throwing in a
giant compelling reason to buy their

product. 2012 may bring Apple down BURNING BRIGHT
to about 50 per cent, which in iiselfis ~ The Kindle Fire has Amazon's
also amazinge. magic touch behind it

ITSBIG, IT'S THERE, ITSNOT, YESITIS...NOIT'S GONE!
The best 08, the biggest hardware manufacturer, the buzz as big
as Apple and a product that looked like a million bucks, The HP
TouchPad came, made news and was killed - all in the blink of an
eye. Some truly disastrous seat-of-the-pants decisions (a fire sale
of the product and conflicting announcements) of the top HP brass
led to the CEO getting the boot along with the TouchPad as well.
Effect: It could have been a five horse race but it's not. HP could
have taken WebOS to the top, but it won't! HP, HP, HP - what have
you done?

THE WORLD'S BIGGEST AND STRUGGLING
The world’s biggest mobile phone manufacturer gets into bed with

B

the world's biggest software manufacturer. At
stake: literally the future of both companies.
Mokia and Microsoft join hands to come out
with the Lumia series. The devices are good,
the marketing is top notch and the money
being spent is astronomical, Now the
future of both lies in your hands,

Effeet: If the pmduunn». are true,

‘Micro-kia’ will be number 3 in

2012. If this doesn't work out,

well, it's Game Over for both,

TABLETTING THE

IMPOSSIBLE X o

A Tablet that will cost a 2r hands to
student just T,000. The = create the
%35 Akash Tablet is the most Lumiia

controversial Tablet in the world. A wonder

of out-sourcing ingenuity, hard-nosed pricing and hype, the first Akash
works but is underwhelming, [ts a great idea let down by some poor
choices on hardware,

Effect: We are the only nation in the world to dream it and do it. By the
time the much-improved Aknsh 2 hits the market (March 20127), we
may be the only country supplying Tablets to every nation in the world.

THEBIGG
Google dominated world headlines for all things good and bad. Google+
was the only competition to Facebook but seems to be losing
momentum. Google bought out Motorola and made all other Android
partners nervous. The first big O3 threat to Windows was the Chrome
OS. But it has petered out to a has-been already.

Effect: Google+ still has a big chance as it is doing most things right,
The problem is that there is no real reason to leave Facebook. Motorola-
Google will be the most aggressive mobile phone player of 2012, The
Chrome 08: can you say dodo?

WE ARE ON THE A-LIST

It never felt good. To get a phone 11 months
after it was released abroad. After all we
have so many Apple fans and cults and
iMafia members in the country, With the
iPhone 48, all of that has changed, We went
from Z-minus to A-plus on the country pri-
ority list. It is besides the point that the phone
is priced worth its weight in gold and that
Apple released very few handsets in India
(s0ves, it ‘sold out"), But hey, at least we are
on the A-list now!

Many other momentous events took place
that shook the tech world, Microsoft bought
Skype and then did nothing more with it;
the PlayStation Network got hacked and
hacked and then hacked again and made

Anonymous totally famous; Yahoo's FIRST AMONG EQUALS
decline became more pronounced; With the iPhone 48, India has
Android had big numbers, bothgoodand ~ [umped on the priority list

bac (apps downloaded, share of market and amount of malware), It's a
long list of breathtaking stuff.

Next week, we'll go into my prediction of big news in 2012: Bill Gates
will come back as CEO of Microsoft, why Apple’s TV will be the best
thing to happen to your living room and which big phone company will
pack up its bags. 2012 will beat the pants off 2011!

Rajiv Makhni is managing editor, Technology, NDTV and the anchor of Gadget
Guru, Cell Gurrand Newsnet 3. Follow Rajiv on Twitter at twitter.com/RajivMakhni



